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M at e r i a l s  &  p r e p

Prepare a copy of the Student Handout for 
each boy.

Read the lesson in advance, taking note of the 
main points. Be prepared to present the lesson 
to your group, but avoid reading it word for 
word. Include discussion with the group to 
make it more enjoyable for everyone.

In this lesson, we will learn to prepare for the 
return of Jesus to earth.

Key Point
With God’s help, I will be ready for Jesus’ 
return.

Key Verse
The Lord will roar from Zion and thunder from 
Jerusalem; the earth and the heavens will 
tremble.  But the Lord will be a refuge for his 
people, a stronghold for the people of Israel. 
Joel 3:16

Note: Boys are not required to memorize the  

Key Point or Key Verse to receive completion 
credit for this lesson.

For information on how to use Bible merits in a 
Royal Rangers meeting, refer to the TRaCclub 
Support section or the Royal Rangers Leader 
Manual.

Reflect Answers
These answers match the questions in the 
Reflect section of the boys’ sheet.
•• �Each Christian must make sure that their
heart is right with God, and they must do
what they can to help others be ready.

•• �God is in control. He will take care of His
people.

•• �Answers will vary.
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	R  e a d

K e y  T h o u g h t s

After Jesus died on the cross and came back 
to life, He spent time with His disciples. He 
taught them and prepared them for the future. 
Then, after forty days, He rose to heaven. He 
promised to return, and that day is coming soon 
(Acts 1:1–11; John 14:3). Joel’s words describe 
some of what will happen near the end of time 
when Jesus comes back.

Prophecies about the end of the age can be 
hard to figure out. So, above all else, it’s crucial 
to know this: God is in control. We don’t need to 
know exactly what will happen. And we don’t 
need to know the exact timing of events. As long 
as we trust and obey God, He will take care of 
those who obey Him.

The basic belief is that Jesus will take His people 

Proclaim this among the nations: Prepare 
for war! Rouse the warriors! Let all the 
fighting men draw near and attack. Beat your 
plowshares into swords and your pruning 
hooks into spears. Let the weakling say, “I am 
strong!” Come quickly, all you nations from 
every side, and assemble there. 

Bring down your warriors, Lord! 

“Let the nations be roused; let them advance 
into the Valley of Jehoshaphat, for there I will 
sit to judge all the nations on every side. 
Swing the sickle, for the harvest is ripe. 
Come, trample the grapes, for the winepress 
is full and the vats overflow— so great is their 
wickedness!” 

Multitudes, multitudes in the valley of 
decision!  For the day of the Lord is near in 
the valley of decision. The sun and moon will 
be darkened, and the stars no longer shine. 
The Lord will roar from Zion and thunder from 

Jerusalem; the earth and the heavens will 
tremble.  But the Lord will be a refuge for his 
people, a stronghold for the people of Israel. 
Joel 3:9–16

Key Point
With God’s help, I will be ready for Jesus’ 
return.

Key Verse
The Lord will roar from Zion and thunder from 
Jerusalem; the earth and the heavens will 
tremble.  But the Lord will be a refuge for his 
people, a stronghold for the people of Israel. 
Joel 3:16
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	 J o e l — Lesson 5

to heaven. Then, He will return to Earth and 
eventually set up His kingdom for one thousand 
years. After that, there will be another war. Jesus 
will win. This will bring the new heaven and 
new earth, and the final judgment. Those who 
have trusted in Christ will spend eternity with 
Him. Those who have not will be thrown into the 
lake of fire.

What are we supposed to do to prepare for 
Jesus’ return? First, we must be sure that our 
heart is right with God. Second, we must live 
in a way that honors God. Third, we must tell 
others about Jesus and help them avoid eternal 
punishment for their sin.

Second Peter 3 gives us some details about 
the end of all things, and it gives pretty clear 
instructions to believers. In part, Peter tells us:

Since everything will be destroyed in this way, 
what kind of people ought you to be? You ought 
to live holy and godly lives as you look forward 
to the day of God and speed its coming. That day 
will bring about the destruction of the heavens 
by fire, and the elements will melt in the heat. 
But in keeping with his promise we are looking 
forward to a new heaven and a new earth, where 
righteousness dwells (2 Peter 3:11–13).

So, we are to live a holy and godly life. We are to 
look forward to Jesus’ return. We have nothing 
to fear, not even war, if we have put our hope 
in God. We can rejoice at the thought of a new 
heaven and new earth.

	RE   f l e c t

As a group, discuss the following questions.

•• �What is the Christian’s responsibility in
preparing for Jesus’ return?

•• �Why do Christians not need to fear the end
times?

•• �How can you start preparing today for Jesus
to come back?

Review the Key Point and the Key Verse.

P r ay e r :  Dear God, thank You for sending
Jesus the first time to provide salvation, and 
thank You that You are sending Him again so 
we can live forever with You. Help me to do 
everything I can to prepare for His soon return. 
Amen.

	R  e s p o n d

One of the more difficult things to understand is 
the timing of Jesus’ return. We say He is coming 
soon, but what does that mean? Read 2 Peter 
3:1–18, paying particular attention to verses 8 
and 9. In light of these verses, discuss what we 
mean when we say that Jesus is coming soon.

Remember to read your Bible this week 
using the Bible reading plan of your choice. A 
recommended plan can be found in the Bible 
Reading merit or online at royalrangers.com. 
Review this lesson with a friend or parent as a 
way to help you remember it.

“Royal Rangers,” the Royal Rangers Emblem, and Royal Rangers group names and group logos are registered trademarks of 
Gospel Publishing House. Permission for use is required.
Scripture taken from The Holy Bible, New International Version®, NIV® Copyright© 1973, 1978, 1984, 2011 by Biblica, Inc.™ All rights 
reserved worldwide. Used by permission.
NEW INTERNATIONAL VERSION® and NIV® are registered trademarks of Biblica, Inc. Use of either trademark for the offering of goods 
or services requires the prior written consent of Biblica US, Inc.
© 2014 by Gospel Publishing House, 1445 N. Boonville Ave., Springfield, Missouri 65802. All rights reserved worldwide. No part 
of this material may be reproduced, stored in a retrieval system, or transmitted in any form or by any means–electronic, me-
chanical, photocopy, recording, or otherwise–without prior written permission of the copyright owner, except brief quotations 
used in connection with reviews in magazines or newspapers.
Handout material may be reproduced for use in teaching within your local outpost.
We ask that our members set a good example for the young men that they lead by honoring this license agreement.




