
King David Helps Others: 2 Samuel 4:4; 9:1–13
Set Up: Mephibosheth was a man who was crippled and needed the

help of others to get by in life.
Give the boys a small taste of what interdependence is like. Have some

small reward on hand (trinkets, candy, etc.). Divide the boys into small
groups of two or three. Blindfold one boy in each group. Bind the feet or
legs of the other boys so they can’t walk. Now, in full view of the boys who
are lame, place obstacles (seat cushions, large boxes, chairs, etc.) between
the boys who are blind and the reward. The boys who are lame can’t get a
reward unless the boys who are blind go and get it. The boys who are blind
can’t get the reward unless they are directed verbally by the boys who are
lame. If one of them is directed into an obstacle, the commander leads him
by the shoulders back to the starting point. The team that reaches the reward
first wins. Then tell the story of 2 Samuel 4:4 and 2 Samuel 9:1–13.
Commander Says: Jonathan, the son of Saul, had a son named

Mephibosheth. When Mephibosheth was five years old, news came of an
invading army. His nurse picked him up to flee, but in her haste she
dropped him, and he became crippled.

Later, King David asked whether there were any of King Saul’s family
to whom he could show kindness. A servant of Saul’s was brought to King
David. He said that Jonathan’s son Mephibosheth was still alive but crip-
pled. David sent for the man.

When Mephibosheth was brought before the king, David told him not
to be afraid. David said that he would give him all of the lands that Saul,
Mephibosheth’s grandfather, had owned. David even invited him to
always eat at the king’s table, as if he were a prince of the royal family.
So Mephibosheth came to live in Jerusalem at the palace, and his grand-
father’s lands and servants became his own. Because of his friendship
with Jonathan, King David reached out and was kind to Jonathan’s son.
Review: Ask: “What was wrong with Mephibosheth?” (He was crip-

pled in both feet.) “Who was Mephibosheth?” (King Saul’s grandson.)
“Who was Jonathan?” (King Saul’s son.) “What did David do for
Mephibosheth?” (Gave him all of his grandfather’s land and let him live
in the king’s palace.)

4. Bible Study
10 minutes

“Royal Rangers,” the Royal Rangers Emblem, and Royal Rangers group names and group logos are registered trademarks of
Gospel Publishing House. Permission for use is required.
Scripture taken from The Holy Bible, New International Version®, NIV® Copyright© 1973, 1978, 1984, 2011 by Biblica, Inc.™ All rights
reserved worldwide. Used by permission.
NEW INTERNATIONAL VERSION® and NIV® are registered trademarks of Biblica, Inc. Use of either trademark for the offering of goods
or services requires the prior written consent of Biblica US, Inc.
© 2013 by Gospel Publishing House, 1445 N. Boonville Ave., Springfield, Missouri 65802. All rights reserved worldwide. No part
of this material may be reproduced, stored in a retrieval system, or transmitted in any form or by any means–electronic, mechanical,
photocopy, recording, or otherwise–without prior written permission of the copyright owner, except brief quotations
used in connection with reviews in magazines or newspapers.
Handout material may be reproduced for use in teaching within your local outpost.
We ask that our members set a good example for the young men that they lead by honoring this license agreement.


